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My name is Eve Malo, from Dillon, Montana. I am representing Amnesty International 

because of my life long commitment to human rights and I represent Murder Victims 

Families for Reconciliation because my family was deeply affected by my uncle killing 

my grandmother. Our family suffered from being the family of the victim and the family 

of the murderer.   

 

I want to talk about healing for families after a murder has taken place. It is absolutely 

vital that the victim’s friends and family have the supports to heal.  However, this is 

delayed for a variety of reasons:  

1, our society and the prosecution often persuade this family that they will feel better 

after a death sentence is given.  But rarely does this happen because over the time 

between the sentence and the carrying out of the sentence the family is re-victimized at 

each hearing, at each appeal. The rage continues for years. It is too dangerous to cut the 

appeals any further because of the 123 death sentence exonerations because the person 

convicted was found to be not guilty.  

 

2, because the family and friends are waiting for the sentence to be carried out they are 

not working on the healing process— They have been convinced that “closure” will 

occur after the execution.  Closure is not what we want, there is no such thing as closure. 

Closure is a myth.  We want to find ways to honor the person whose life was taken. We 

want to remember them on our anniversaries, celebrations, family gatherings and daily. 

What we do want is to heal by finding ways to honor our loved one.   

 

3, ultimately we find that our loved one is not honored by yet another death. Our pain is 

not reduced, and the healing process has been delayed too long. 

 

Now let’s look at what happens to the family and friends of the condemned. We are often 

called “shadow victims” or “shadow families” because of what happens to our families.  

We are ostracized by our communities. I define community as any group of people, 

church, work, family, school, organization etc. Too often the “shadow victims” lose their 
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jobs or because they are so marginalized at work they quit. We are made to feel guilty for 

loving our child, our parent, our sibling and in my case my uncle. It is devastating for a 

mother or a child to bear the burden of knowing their loved one did something very 

terrible There is a generational process which takes place. The children and grandchildren 

are often affected. There are inestimable social costs to communities as I defined before. 

 

Now I want to talk about what happens if other sentences are considered.  In Montana we 

do have the option of Life in Prison without parole which as Mr. Hilton described is a 

very harsh punishment. The victim’s family is able to start the healing process 

immediately. Of course there is rage, it would be unnatural if there was not this fury. If 

we don’t want fury to eat our spirits and our health we have to work on healing. The 

sooner the better! 

 

With life in prison without parole the “shadow victims” can continue with the 

relationship with their loved one. Children know their parent still loves them. Siblings 

can cherish the good memories. They can continue with their life and that continued 

relationship can help with the healing from the sorrow at the offense.  

Let me tell you about an incident I experienced.  After the killing of my grandmother we 

moved from the community only to return six years later. In school one of the children 

started taunting me, “Your uncle’s a jail bird” and soon the rest of the children were 

jeering.  Now mind you this was after not being in the town for six years and from a child 

who could not have had anything to do with our trauma.  The difference for me from the 

children of those on death row, I was able to develop a wonderful relationship with my 

uncle. Because of family support, though I remember this incident, as well as other 

incidents, I was not traumatized.   

 

One way we in Montana are helping families of murder to heal is through 

Victim/Offender dialogue, a bringing together a family member or members of the victim 

of the murder together with the perpetrator to dialogue about the circumstance of the 

death. It is a powerful approach to healing. I see this also as a viable way of helping the 

shadow family. A healing of not just families but a healing of communities. 


